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The continent of Australia, otherwise known as simply Australia,® is located in the Southwest
Pacific Ocean. It was still desolate and undeveloped 150 years ago.? Since the commencement
of British colonisation in Australia in 1788, painstaking efforts have been made and numerous
difficulties have been overcome to lay the foundation of a nation. Today, this vast nation is
flourishing in both prosperity and power. Britain now looks at Australia with newfound respect
and has granted the country autonomy. Nations the world over have been awed by Australia’s
formation and have been eager to establish diplomatic relationships with this rising power in

the Southern Hemisphere.

EENZEITERE, HAZAGRBEEASERE, MABREBAZAODHE, BrELH
B, EMNHIHERES, FTHRIEEZERE2EEES, IMEADHES, BARA

! The author uses the term BN’ (Aozhou) to refer to Australia throughout this book, although Australia is also
known as Aodaliya 8K FITE in Chinese. As zhou jfif means continent, it should be noted that it can denote the
continent of Australia rather than the country. However, in the original text, the author states here that his usage
of Aozhou refers to Aodaliya, in other words the country of Australia. Besides, the author tends to use the term
BN ARk (Aozhou dalu) to refer to the Australian continent to distinguish it from Australia as a country. As such,
Aozhou is almost exclusively rendered as ‘Australia’ in this translation.

2 Here the author speaks from a Eurocentric perspective that neglects the tens of thousands of years of
Indigenous history in Australia. This disregard for Indigenous history was pervasive in studies on Australia’s
history at the time this book was published. More information regarding the history of Australia’s Indigenous
peoples can be found in Bruce Pascoe, Dark Emu: Aboriginal Australia and the Birth of Agriculture (Magabala
Books, 2018).
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Currently, Australia has a population of less than seven million people, despite having
a total area of more than three million square English miles.3 It covers an area equivalent to
that of the United States, but its population is not even as large as that of New York City. As
such, political commentators often ask: How can a nation be founded on such a vast yet
sparsely populated landmass? Nonetheless, it is no mere accident that Australia is what it is
today. In fact, its formation seems only natural once the efforts made in Australia over the
past hundred or more years are examined and the natural conditions favourable to nation
building are taken into account. The prospects for the further development of Australia are
unlimited if it is able to find an effective way to increase its population. It is said that ‘the
Australia of today will be the America of tomorrow’, a statement that will not be difficult for

Australia to make reality.
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3 Here ‘English miles’ refers to English statute miles. Prior to the International Yard and Pound Agreement of
1959, there was a slight discrepancy between the miles used in the UK, the US and various Commonwealth
nations. This book predates this agreement, therefore the author chose to give Australia’s area in English statute
miles for accuracy. Now disused, English statute miles were equivalent to 1609.341 metres, whereas today’s
miles (otherwise known as international miles), as stipulated under the International Yard and Pound Agreement,
equate to 1609.344 metres. See Lewis V. Judson, Weights and Measures Standards of the United States: A Brief
History (Washington D.C.: U.S. Department of Commerce, 1963), 30-31.
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There are many Chinese researchers and a wealth of Chinese writings on the politics,
economics and societies of Europe and the United States. In contrast, Chinese researchers on
Australia are few and far between. There is a pronounced lack of Chinese-language
publications about Australia, which makes it difficult for Chinese scholars to find information
about the country. Having spent many years in Australia, | find pleasure in researching and
examining the general political, economic and social phenomena of the country. | am
particularly interested in, and have extensively studied, the feats accomplished over the past
hundred or more years to establish this nation. | have thought about compiling my knowledge
into a book for a long time, to provide my compatriots with a specialist reference on Australia.
Regrettably, | was unable to bring most of my materials about Australia back with me when |
returned to China during the war. This, coupled with the fact that it is not easy to collect such
information in China, meant that | did not dare pick up my pen for many years. This work
heavily relied on the help of the Australian envoy Sir Eggleston (1875-1954),% as well as

encouragement and motivation from many individuals such as Liang Dapeng 2 A& (1911-
1998), Yang Juetian 5% X (1904-1970), Zheng Zhaochen EfJk fx (dates unknown) and Ren
Dasheng {FiZ 4 (1917-1947). | would like to express my thanks to Liang and Ren for taking

time to review the manuscript of this book. They provided me with detailed comments and
many suggestions. Lastly, | must say that this book is far from comprehensive due to time
constraints relating to its publication. Errors are inevitable and can only be polished out at a
later date. | look forward to being taught by readers as this book’s inadequacies and mistakes

are found.

RBE=1t=FMNA—HE"FFREER

Preface by Luo Jiezi &4} from the provisional capital of Chongging® on the 1%t of April, ROC

4 Serving in China from 1941 to 1944, Sir Frederic Eggleston was the first diplomatic representative posted to the
Republic of China by Australia. Although we have translated shi {# as ‘envoy’ here, Eggleston was officially known
as the Australian Minister to China. As an early proponent of Australian engagement in the Asia-Pacific region,
Eggleston left a legacy of productive relations between Australia and China. More information regarding
Eggleston, as well as other influential Australian figures in China in the 1940s and 1950s, can be found in William
Sima, China & ANU: Diplomats, adventurers, scholars (Canberra: ANU Press, 2015).

5 Chonggqing, formerly romanised as Chungking, was China’s provisional capital (peidu FZER) from 1937 to 1945.
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History of the Building of the Australian Nation’
Chapter One — The Discovery of Australian Continent

Section One - Speculation of a Southern Continent in the Middle Ages
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6 This date is equivalent to the 1%t of April, 1944. The calendar used by the author is the Republic of China (ROC)
calendar (Zhonghua Minguo i £ & [57). Following Chinese dynastic tradition, it designates years according
to the year of the ruling dynasty’s reign. The ROC was founded in 1912, making 1912 the first year on this calendar,
therefore ROC 33 is equivalent to 1944. Months and days under this system are identical to the Gregorian
calendar.

7 The original title reads ‘Aozhou Jiianguo Shi ;R M EER 57, which at first glance seems to be best translated as
‘A History on the Founding of Australia’. However, this book is not focused on Australia’s founding in 1901. In fact,
it covers Australian history up until the interwar period, indicating that jian & (to build, to found, to establish) is
used in a broad sense. This is consistent with historical usage of the term jianguo Z[&, which did not necessarily
denote the founding of a country until after the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949. As such,
jianguo in the title refers to the building of a nation rather than the founding of a nation. Interestingly, given the
formative period of Chinese history this book was written in, the author likely penned this work as an instructive
reference for the development of his own country. This follows the Chinese tradition of using the past as a guide
for the future, as can be seen in historical works such as Shiji $3C (Records of the Grand Historian) and Zizhi
Tongjian & 3818 % (Comprehensive Mirror to Aid in Government). In light of these insights, we have translated
the title as ‘History of the Building of the Australian Nation’ as we believe this translation best encapsulates both
the scope of this book and the author’s motivations for writing it.
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After geographers of the Middle Ages, particularly Greco-Roman geographers such as Ptolemy
(c. 100 AD - c. 170 AD),® established that the Earth was round, most people believed that the
Earth’s climate varied in temperature in different regions. For example, it was thought that
places near the equator were hot and that places far from the equator were cool. The farther
away from the equator, the colder the climate. The world was therefore divided into tropical,
temperate and polar zones. Based on experiences gained from travel, trade and habitation,
most Europeans of the time knew that the countries along the Mediterranean Sea were in a
temperate zone. Yet few travelled from this temperate zone to places near the equator. Many
therefore wondered: Is the climate at the equator too hot for human habitation? There were
many popular myths at the time, telling of heat at the equator so overwhelming that almost
everything had been vaporised. Humans could not survive there. Wary of these myths, no one
dared to venture to the equator to see it for themselves. Nonetheless, people still firmly
believed that there was a southern temperate zone south of the equator. They believed that
the climate there was mild and suitable for human habitation, just like the northern temperate
zone. But, unfortunately, the scorching equator formed a barrier that made it impossible for
humans to travel, trade or live in the Southern Hemisphere. Back then, some scholars also
surmised that the southern temperate zone was the same as the northern temperate zone.
They thought that there must be a continent rising out of the sea there and on the northern
shore of the continent, perhaps near the equator, there must be human inhabitants. It was
thought that the customs of these people were somewhat different from those in the
northern temperate zone. However, it was also thought that they had a history of

development just as long as us in the Northern Hemisphere. The above are all ideas and

8 There appears to be an error in the original here given Ptolemy did not live in the Middle Ages. He lived in the
Roman Empire several centuries before the Middle Ages. See Klaudios Ptolemy, John Berggren and Alexander
Jones, Ptolemy’s Geography: An Annotated Translation of the Theoretical Chapters, (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2000).
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speculations from the Middle Ages about Terra Australis Incognita,® a once unknown southern
continent that is today known as Australia. These ideas and speculations aroused much
interest in geographers of the time and spurred Europeans to search for the Australian

continent in the Middle Ages.
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Section 2 — Marco Polo's Journey to the Orient
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9 Here the author provides the Latin alongside Chinese in his original text. However, there is a typographical error
and ‘Incognita’ is spelt as ‘Incognila’. We have rectified this mistake in our translation. As for the term itself, Latin
for ‘Unknown Southern Land’, ‘Terra Australis Incognita’ was used extensively throughout history to refer to a
hypothetical southern continent. The term fell out of use after Europeans discovered the southern continents of
Australia and later Antarctica.
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In the thirteenth century, Marco Polo (1254-1324) travelled through Eurasia from Venice,
where he was born, to China. He returned from China via sea in a Chinese junk, departing
from the port of Xiamen and landing in the Persian Gulf. He saw and heard many things new
to him along his journey. For example, although the weather was hot, he was not vaporised
by the scorching sun when passing through the Strait of Malacca in Malaysia, despite it being
only two degrees from the equator. Speculation that the equator was impassable was
therefore disproven. The famous geographer Ptolemy depicted Terra Australis Incognita as
occupying an immense area in one of his maps. On the western side of his map, it was
connected to southern Africa, and on the eastern side it joined with eastern Asia. The Indian
Ocean was therefore shown as an enormous natural lake between the three continents of
Asia, Africa and Terra Australis Incognita, isolated from the Pacific Ocean to the east and, in
the west, separated by land from the Atlantic Ocean. This was how geographers generally
portrayed maps of the world in the Middle Ages. No one dared to investigate whether they
were accurate or not. However, after Polo’s return from the Orient, it was evident that there
existed a sea route between the Indian and Pacific oceans as Polo had entered the Indian
Ocean via the Strait of Malacca'®. The idea that Terra Australis Incognita was connected to
eastern Asia was thereby abandoned based on Polo's sea journey. It was subsequently
inferred that Terra Australis Incognita was not only disconnected to the Asian continent in the
east, but also separate to the African continent in the west and therefore formed an
independent continent in the South Pacific. This implied it was surrounded by sea and that
the Indian Ocean was not an immense natural lake, but rather a body of water connected to
both the Pacific and Atlantic oceans. In his published journal about his travels to the Orient,
Polo specifically mentions that there was a kingdom called Java south of the Malay Peninsula
and that there were island kingdoms such as Kagi, Pengtan and Maniuer!! south of Java.
According to Polo, these kingdoms produced all manner of things in abundance, including

walnuts, spices, precious metals and stones, medicines and other valuable commodities. As

0 The author uses the term ‘3K &1’ (Malai Haixia), literally ‘Malay Strait’ here. However, no such strait exists
so we have translated it as ‘Strait of Malacca’, the Malaysian strait that Polo sailed through on his return journey
to Europe.

LIt is unclear what Kingdoms Kaqi (F52F), Pengtan (j&;&) and Maniuer (3 £f /) are referring to here.
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such, European businessmen believed that Terra Australis Incognita abounded in untold
riches, explorers considered Terra Australis Incognita to be full of mysteries to discover, while
politicians deemed the continent suitable for colonisation and expansion of their territory.
Therefore, Europeans of the 14th and 15th centuries travelled eastwards one after another
hoping to find Terra Australis Incognita, all of them influenced by Polo’s reports from his

journey to the Orient.
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Section Three — Portuguese and Spanish Expeditions to the East
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The Portuguese made great contributions to navigation and exploration in the fifteenth
century, which were particularly consequential for the discovery of Terra Australis Incognita.
Firstly, driven by their adventurousness, the Portuguese organised expeditions to sail south
along the west coast of Africa. By crossing the equator and reaching the Cape of Good Hope,
they disproved claims that the equator was too hot to cross. Secondly, by rounding the Cape
of Good Hope, the Portuguese opened a sea route between Europe and Asia. Prior to the

Portuguese rounding of the Cape of Good Hope, the majority of European travellers could

only make it to the East after long, arduous treks through the territories separating Europe
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and Asia. The opening of a sea route made travel to the East much more convenient. Thirdly,
Portuguese seafaring experiences led to a myriad of important inventions, such as the
construction of three-masted ships, the invention of navigational instruments, the
introduction of pointers on compasses and the charting of sea routes.'? These were significant
contributions to navigation that benefited later navigators and explorers. The Portuguese first
arrived in southern India in 1498, occupied Malacca in 1551, sailed to the southeastern coast
of China in 1516 and discovered northern New Guinea in 1526. Over a period over 30 years,
their maritime expeditions made immense discoveries. However, from 1526 onwards, the
Portuguese devoted themselves to establishing colonies in Malacca, Java, India, as well as
developing trade with these areas. Exploratory missions ceased as a result. Australia, then
known as Terra Australis Incognita, was therefore not discovered by the Portuguese. After
steadily declining from then on, Portuguese maritime hegemony was succeeded by the

Spanish.
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12 Despite being well-versed in the navigational usages of the compass, it does not appear that the Portuguese
made any significant improvements to compass technology. However, they did make important advances in the
areas of ship design, navigational instruments and charting, as suggested by the author. Specifically, in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, they developed a type of ship known as caravals. These ships were lightweight
vessels with three or four masts, which were particularly effective at travelling up and down the African coast.
They also invented the nautical astrolabe, sometimes referred to as the mariner’s astrolabe, a device that could
be used to determine latitude by viewing the sun or certain stars. As for charting and cartography, state-of-the-
art nautical charts and detailed maps were produced as a result of extensive Portuguese maritime exploration.
See Martin Elbl, The Portuguese Caraval and European Shipbuilding: Phases of Development and Diversity,
(Lisbon: Tropical Research Institute, 1985) and Roger Crowley, How Portugal Seized the Indian Ocean and Forged
the First Global Empire, (London: Faber and Faber, 2015).
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Spanish expeditions were conducted in the opposite direction to the Portuguese. For
example, Columbus’ (1451-1506) discovery of the Americas was made by travelling westwards
from Europe, sailing across the Atlantic Ocean until he discovered the New World. Similarly,
Magellan (1480-1521) discovered the Moluccas and the Philippines by crossing the Atlantic
Ocean, rounding South America and arriving on the western shores of the Pacific. Many South
Pacific islands were discovered by the Spanish, such as the Solomon Islands and the Santa
Cruz Islands, which were discovered by the Spanish explorer Mendafa (1541-1595) in 1567.
In 1605, Torres, also a Spaniard, discovered a strait between Australia and New Guinea, which
would later take his name and be known as the Torres Strait. However, Australia was never
discovered by the Spanish. European scholars generally believe there are two main reasons
why the Portuguese and Spanish failed to discover Australia. Firstly, these two countries had
already discovered and occupied many places at the time. They were therefore compelled to
focus their manpower and financial resources on development and construction in areas
already under their control. Secondly, monsoonal winds and westerly trade winds struck
explorers from these two countries each time they entered waters off Australia’s east coast,
resulting in many casualties. The Portuguese and Spanish therefore abandoned their searches

for Terra Australis Incognita.
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Section Four — Dutch Discovery of Northwestern Australia
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The Dutch first arrived in the East Indies®® via the Cape of Good Hope in 1595 and started

developing trade operations there. Within a decade, they had established significant bases on

the islands of Sumatra and Java. In 1605, the Dutchman Janszoon (1570-1630)4 took a small

13 Now an archaic term, ‘East Indies’ historically referred to the lands, primarily islands, east of India, which today
comprise the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia and other parts of Southeast Asia. See lan Burnett, East Indies
(Kenthurst: Rosenberg Publishing, 2013) for more information about the region and its colonial history.

1 Willem Janszoon was a Dutch navigator and later colonial governor in the Dutch East Indies. More information

11
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vessel east from Java, sailed through the Banda Sea and arrived on the southern shores of
New Guinea. He then continued south until he reached northeastern Australia, making him
the first European to discover the Australian mainland. However, Janszoon’s small vessel
meant he was only able to sail along the Gulf of Carpentaria.’® Given the fierce natives he saw
there,® as well as the area’s barren landscape, which paled in comparison to the readily
developable land on Java and Sumatra, Janszoon eventually decided to forego further
explorations of the continent and turn back to the East Indies. In 1615, after navigating around
South America and through the South Pacific, Jacob Le Maire (1585-1616) and Willem
Schouten (c. 1567-1625) were the first Dutch explorers to make it to the East by crossing both
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. However, they were suddenly struck by storm winds when
they reached waters off eastern Australia. They therefore made a course to the northwest and
returned to Europe via New Guinea and Java. This expedition was considered a failure as few
discoveries were made despite its length. Following this expedition, the majority of Dutch
explorers to the East sailed west from the Cape of Good Hope into the Indian Ocean, before
turning north to their base in Java.'” In the two years of 1616 and 1617, the vessels of many
Dutch explorers were blown off course by roaring southwesterly trade winds, sending them
to western and southern Australia. Consequently, Dutch explorers frequently made land and
brief stays on Australia’s southwest coast, although most were unable to stay for extended

periods because of the inhospitable landscape and fierce natives there. These discoveries

regarding him can be found in Jan E. Heeres, The Part Borne by the Dutch in the Discovery of Australia: 1601-
1765 (London: Luzac & Co, 1899), iii-viii. It is worth noting that his name is sometimes abbreviated to Willem
Jansz, and has been spelled inconsistently in English-language literature, appearing as Jansen, Janssen and Janzen.
In Janszoon’s time, surnames were uncommon in Holland. Instead, people generally took their father’s first name
combined with the Dutch word for son (zoon) as their second names. As such, Janszoon literally translates to
‘Jan’s son’ and was frequently abbreviated in Dutch literature given this convention was commonplace. However,
Dutch to English translators unaware of this tradition sometimes made mistakes expanding his surname during
the translation process, creating many different spellings of his surname in English-language literature.

15 In this sentence, the author provides English alongside Chinese in his original text. However, there is a
typographical error and ‘Carpentaria’ is spelt as ‘Carpenteria’. This mistake has been rectified in our translation.
16 Far from just seeing Indigenous Australians, Janszoon and his men found themselves in conflicts with them,
during which several of his men were killed. See Heeres, The Part Borne by the Dutch in the Discovery of Australia,
5.

17 The author appears to have made an error here. It is geographically impossible to sail west from the Cape of
Good Hope and arrive in the Indian Ocean. Instead, you would arrive in South America. Although Le Maire and
Schouten did in fact reach the East Indies via the South Atlantic and South Pacific, they did not do so via the Cape
of Good Hope and their route was not adapted into a conventional sailing route. This western route to the East
Indies was too lengthy and time-consuming to be a good choice for traders. Indeed, from 1616 onwards, it was
compulsory for sailors of the Dutch East India Company to take the Brouwer Route to the East Indies, a route
which took them not west but east from the Cape of Good Hope. See Harm Stevens, Dutch Enterprise and the
VOC, 1602-1799, (Zutphen: Walburg Pers, 1998).
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attracted much interest from the Dutch government, which saw the exploration of Terra
Australis Incognita as a valuable endeavour. As such, in 1642, Anthony Van Diemen (1593-
1645), then Governor-General of the Dutch East Indies, put together a large-scale expedition
team led by the young Abel Tasman (1603-1659).18 After sailing south through the Indian
Ocean to the 43™ parallel south,® Tasman swung east, discovering a large island in waters off
southeastern Australia. He named this island Tasmania. It would later develop into one of the
federated states of Australia. However, the main purpose of this expedition was not to explore
Terra Australis Incognita. His primary mission was to open up a sea route in the South Pacific
for the Dutch Republic?® so that Dutch sailors would be able to sail directly to South America
from the Cape of Good Hope, enabling them to compete for hegemony with the Spanish in
South America. Therefore, Tasman did not sail north to explore the southeast of the Australian
continent after discovering Tasmania. Instead, he pressed east to South America to complete
his primary mission. Less than ten days after sailing east from Tasmania, Tasman discovered
another two large islands, which today form the country of New Zealand. He was delighted
with this discovery and decided it was unnecessary for him to continue any further east as he
thought that the onward journey to South America would be straightforward and
unobstructed. He thus navigated north and, after rounding the north of New Guinea, returned
to Java to report the places he had discovered on this journey. After receiving Tasman’s reports,
the Dutch authorities in the East Indies?! determined his discoveries to be valuable and worthy
of further exploration. Tasman was consequently dispatched a second time in 1644 to answer

the following two questions: 1) Is there a strait of water separating the island of New Guinea

18 The author has spelt ‘Anthony’ incorrectly in the original, spelling it as ‘Anthoney’. This mistake has been
rectified in our translation. As for Abel Janszoon Tasman, the author refers to him as simply Janszoon Tasman’
in the original, using his middle name — Janszoon — in place of his first name. This has also been rectified in our
translation where he is referred to as ‘Abel Tasman’.

19 The 43" parallel south refers to a circle of latitude 43 degrees south of the equator. It is part of a latitude
known as the ‘Roaring Forties’, denoting the latitudes between 40°S and 50°S, where strong westerly winds
expedite eastward marine journeys. The Dutch took advantage of these winds to facilitate trade with the East
Indies, such as when taking the Brouwer Route. See Anna Brassey, In the trades, the tropics, and the roaring
forties, (London: Longmans, Green and Co., 1885).

20 From the late sixteenth century until the late eighteenth century, the area now known as the Netherlands was
known as the Dutch Republic (and sometimes the Republic of the United Netherlands), hence the translation of
‘Helanguo TR’ as ‘Dutch Republic’ here. During this period, particularly from the late sixteenth century to
the seventeenth century, the Dutch were the dominant world power, establishing colonies and a trade empire
across the globe. For more information regarding the Dutch Republic and this period of history, see Johnathan
Israel, The Dutch Republic: Its rise, greatness and fall, 1477-1806, (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998).

21 The Dutch colonial authorities of the time were based in Batavia, the capital of the Dutch East Indies.
Geographically, Batavia corresponds to Jakarta, Indonesia’s present-day capital located on the island of Java.
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and the Australia continent? (At the time the Dutch were still unware of the discovery of the
Torres Strait by the Spaniard Luis Vaez de Torres (c. 1565 - c. 1615) in 1605); 2) Is there a
waterway connecting the north and south of the Australian continent? Following this
expedition, Tasman concluded correctly that the Australian continent was a single landmass
without a waterway traversing it from north to south. As for the first question, he incorrectly
concluded that the Australian continent and New Guinea were connected, and that there was
no strait connecting the Pacific Ocean and the Indian Ocean. The Dutch made no subsequent
discoveries regarding Australia after this expedition as they were focused on developing the
East Indies. So the fertile lands of eastern Australia remained untouched by European

explorers, as if it was God’s will to have the area await the arrival of the British.

- ] B A BN R 8

Section Five — British Discovery of Southeastern Australia

RAZEEZEMNERRE, AEWE William Dampier, FE—X/N\LFE, ERENE—F
SMEUHIRE LHAREZEMTE BmBERBE, %FFXS Timor, —7K/\/\
FHAZRMAILD, EBERDEREZM, AMEAZA, BXIZHERENEES,
REFEENE. BRBEMUMEEHENNEEEHE SBEE DHEMERERE HBEA
—ZEHETE XETFERS, DEEEEAERNERRMEILE—5 R AT
B, HEER HKIIK JROHE, ESIEERRELTZIFERE, BRE—RAA
F, RBEFRFREBEREREZ A, RN AEBREFAZRE, BEFILT,
MEERMNEILESE—HFEE, RRARY, RHtEHENE, HMFAFIE New
Britain T # &5 New Ireland E5ME . W ARHEBRREMT, mMEERSBRNE
#Bo
William Dampier (1651-1715) was the first British explorer to set foot on Australia. He arrived

in the East Indies in 1687 working on a privateer ship pillaging sea merchants.??2 Accompanying

22 privateering was essentially piracy with a sovereign mandate. Specifically, privateering involved the granting
of sovereign commissions to private individuals to attack foreign vessels, generally enemy vessels during times
of war. Those engaged in such privateering, known as privateers, were not only authorised to seize any property
or persons captured in these naval conflicts, but were also permitted to sell on for profit anything or anyone
captured. Trade ships were therefore often targeted because of their bountiful cargoes. It was therefore very
lucrative and was an effective way for European powers to boost their naval power. European rulers encouraged
privateering for much of European history until it was effectively abolished with the Declaration of Paris in 1856,
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his shipmates, Timor was his first port of call. He then travelled to northwestern Australia in
1688 where he sojourned in the desolate desert there. He sailed into the Indian Ocean two
months later, arriving in India the following year. However, full of resentment after an
irreparable fall out with his companions, he decided to covertly return to Britain. As a well-
educated young man and talented writer, Dampier decided to pen down in detail his
experiences in the East Indies and northwestern Australia after arriving back in Britain. His
tales were published as a book?? that became a popular sensation in Britain at the time. As
such, in 1699 he was specially commissioned by the British government to lead a large
expedition to further explore the Australian continent. Unfortunately, only coastal areas in
northwestern Australia were explored during this expedition and no efforts were made to
journey deep inland. The only discoveries made were two islands, New Britain and New
Ireland, discovered when Dampier and his men were rounding New Guinea to the north.

Dampier did not sail southeast from these islands to discover what is today eastern Australia.

FAREHBEENIT/I, HMEmAEEFRMNSEMRYZ]E, KEEEET
INEEHE, EXHELE TEZURRRNEXENSHRBZEARETLE HE
RERE, AEMELRM Alexander Dalrymple RERENEATHERESF, ZREF—
NORFARPF ARG L ZEEXH, NERFREMNEHENEBR — SR @
MBBETHRALFZNEFMEME, BEMNER—MAL BEITHIREREGS
BREZTE HBRENALHRFENES A —BEZ KM, HEYEFKSIKERR
Bth, ERELTHHNNEDERARE R, BREERR, IESFRBAAEREEAL
R E RN RKEEREHER BNENRIBER, MEA—B8EXAN, 1F
KMREE BT, HBREE FREBIER James Cook FAFFHREIK Z RIRK,
R—EANE=R, @EffT, URERREMAEZIRE.

British scholars of the early eighteenth century were influenced by Dampier’s book

although Prussia did engage in privateering in the Franco-Prussian War in 1870. During Dampier’s time, British
privateers generally targeted Dutch vessels, especially during the Anglo-Dutch Wars. See Kris E. Lane, Kris Lane
and Robert Levine, Pillaging the Empire: Global Piracy on the High Seas, 1500-1750, (Abingdon: Routledge, 2015).
23 Here the author uses the term “/\AX’ (xiaoben), literally ‘small book’, to refer to Dampier’s book, while it is
referred to as a ‘/\If}’ (xiaoce), ‘small booklet’, at the start of the next paragraph. However, Dampier’s book, A
New Voyage Round The World, is hardly small. In fact, it contains over 400 pages. For this reason, and for more
idiomatic English in the sentences that refer to his book, ‘small’ is not present in the translations of these
sentences.
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describing the beauty of scenery in the South Pacific and Australia. In fact, it became a trend
to write about adventures in the East Indies and Australia. Alexander Dalrymple (1737-1808)
was a notable author of this period who held positions in the East India Company for many
years.?* While searching through previously unseen documents from the Spaniard Torres’
1606 journey, Dalrymple discovered notes stating that there was a passable strait between
the Australian continent and New Guinea, implying that sailors could navigate from the Pacific
Ocean to the Indian Ocean unimpeded. However, most Europeans at the time, having been
influenced by the reports of the famous Dutch explorer Abel Tasman, wrongly believed that
the Australian landmass and New Guinea island formed one connected continent that was
not separated by any waterways or straits. Dalrymple was very well-read on Australia. He not
only wrote about the continent, but also drafted requests to the British government to
commission him to lead an expedition to Australia to study the continent in person. However,
the British Admiralty 2> regarded him as a simple scholar unaccustomed to life at sea.
Concerned about Dalrymple’s competency to lead such an expedition, the Admiralty
appointed the naval lieutenant James Cook (1728-1729) to lead a large-scale mission to

Australia. In March 1769, he set off south from Britain to search for the Australian continent.2®

EREBONALMEHRABBALFTE, BREeBRIMS, BRE—KE, &
BEAOKE, SNNRFEARIIRNZE, SAUREMNEERMNZE, WXE
HOEROEEE, RIEEE, ERMc ZR—2. RABRRETLHICKE,
BREREZEM, ER B LHE HRMNEEESR, BREE DERERRK
PR ER A F—HFRERK, BRELER MAEEE NALNRBEZEERME
AE—mZEmE .

At the time, Europeans postulated that there was another continent in the South

B#

24 Like its Dutch counterpart the Dutch East India Company, the East India Company, also known as the British
East India Company or sometimes the English East India Company, specialised in trade in Asia. The company
seized many territories, often administering them as colonies, and at its height it accounted for half of the world’s
trade. See John Keay, The Honourable Company: A History of the English East India Company, (New York:
MacMillan Publishing, 1994).

25 The British Admiralty was the government body in command of the British navy — formally known as the Royal
Navy — at the time. It was dissolved in 1964, when naval authority was transferred to the British Ministry of
Defence. See Nicholas Rodger, The Admiralty, (Lavenham: Terence Dalton, 1979).

26 This sentence is historically inaccurate given Cook was unaware he would be searching for the Australian
continent when he departed. As outlined below, Cook’s primary mission was to view the transit of Venus from
Tahiti. Only after doing so did he open his secret instructions to search for the Australian continent.
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Pacific in addition to the already-discovered Australian continent. Referred to as Terra
Australis Incognita,?’ it was hypothesised that this continent was located between the Cape
of Good Hope and the Australian continent or between the Australian and South American
continents. There were a myriad of differing myths and opinions about this continent, which,
if found, would supposedly provide boundless riches. Against adversity, the British gradually
came to rule the seas in the late seventeenth century and were extremely interested in these
tales about Terra Australis Incognita. They therefore sent several expeditions to search for the
continent, all to no avail. They were only able to discover islands lying off the coast of Australia,

the landmasses that make up New Zealand.

EEtERARERREHRSHBIRANZRMAIE. BR—EANESBERS,

HAFFEM, SREEREBRMERNTFEIRRM, Tahiti HEERFFEEEE
KEE Royal Society 2%, AREMEBARFAAEFTBIMIKEKZE 2 —ERX

TR, KRR A RBRINPITTHT Joseph Banks TR EEMRBHAM L FEE
W, WEFAREEN. RERERMERFZES, KWT:

Of that period, Cook’s expeditions were perhaps the most successful in finding
Australia. In 1769, under orders from the Admiralty, he sailed south through the Atlantic
Ocean, bypassed the Strait of Magellan?® and navigated to Tahiti in the South Pacific Ocean.

Cook had a mission from the Royal Society?® to observe the transit of Venus from Tahiti. He

27 |nterestingly, Cook did not refer to the Australian continent as Terra Australis Incognita but as New Holland,
the name given to the continent by Abel Tasman. During Cook’s time, Terra Australis (sometimes suffixed with
Incognita) referred to a then undiscovered landmass postulated to exist in the Southern Hemisphere. This
hypothetical continent was eventually found in the nineteenth century and is now known as Antarctica. As for
the term ‘Australia’, it was first suggested by the English explorer Matthew Flinders (1774-1814) and in the early
nineteenth century colonial administrators in Sydney adopted the term to refer to the present-day Australian
continent. It subsequently became easy to conflate the two continents, eventually precipitating the term
‘Antarctica’ to denote what was previously known as Terra Australis. See Matthew Flinders, A Voyage to Terra
Australis, (London: G. and W. Nicol, 1814) for his suggestion of the term ‘Australia’ and Margaret Cameron-Ash,
Lying for the Admiralty, (Kenthurst: Rosenberg Publishing, 2018) for accounts of Cook’s language when referring
to the landmasses now known as Australia and Antarctica.

28 The middle character in the three characters the author uses for ‘Magellan’ is illegible. When referring to the
Strait of Magellan, ‘Magellan’ is typically written as ‘Maizhelun Z£# &’ in Chinese, although, based on what can
be seen of the original characters in this sentence, it appears that the author may have written ‘Maileilun 2=
@’ in the original. ‘Lei B’ is therefore used in the Chinese text here.

29 still operating to this day, the Royal Society was founded in 1660 after a lecture by the famed Christopher Wren
(1632-1723). It is an organisation that strives to support scientific excellence and utilise science for the benefit
of humanity. The Royal Society was heavily involved in astronomy at the time and therefore sent Cook on an
important mission to make astronomical observations. See “History of the Royal Society,” The Royal Society, last
accessed June 8, 2021, https://royalsociety.org/about-us/history/.
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had scientists such as Joseph Banks (1743-1820)3° with him to investigate and study the
lifeforms of all the places visited on this journey so that detailed reports could be created for

the government. The secret instructions given to Cook were roughly as follows:3!

[EBAFPFRZEME TR ERBERETRRAR R EwE, BRIKK

u]

x
EEATT, BEEMERNNTER, JafiiT, UKEBRERZEZBHKRE, &
WAREARERER, AAPREE=1TAEENTE¥H, Baffift, EEAARS
MREZEZRBERE, EEEARBRRXERSEFMERE, EAZEZHEE,
EARMZEEEMA L. MRETE=MERAHAUZBIRE, BRAREZEEWER,
Aligxig, Mk EYAERRN, FEFEEEH, YHZREZER, Z77HE, BHEER,
HBTRY, FTHAEER, MEDUR, IMRERBERIETEHE, MEZEHNR
FZABEHEEH R,
After completing the mission bestowed upon you by the Royal Society to observe an
astronomical phenomenon from Tahiti in the South Pacific, you are to command your
vessel south until you reach the southern latitude of approximately 40 degrees and
then sail west in an attempt to discover the long-fabled Terra Australis Incognita. If
unable to discover this continent, you are to continue sailing west between the 35
and 40™ southern parallels until you reach New Zealand.3? You are to survey this
island’s eastern shoreline as its full extent remains unknown given Tasman, the great
Dutch explorer, only discovered its western shores. If you are fortunate enough to

encounter the postulated Terra Australis Incognita on this voyage, you are to chart its

30 As a botanist, Banks described, illustrated and collected samples of the plants he encountered on this voyage,
many of which were unknown to Europeans at the time. His discoveries catapulted him to fame upon his return
to Britain. Subsequently, he became the president of the Royal Society, a position he held for four decades, and
even advised King George Ill on botanical matters. See Patrick O’Brien, Joseph Banks, (London: The Harvill Press,
1997).

31 A copy of the secret instructions given to Cook can be found at “Secret Instructions to Lieutenant Cook 30 July
1768,” Museum of Australian Democracy, last accessed June 8, 2021, https://www.foundingdocs.gov.au/item-
sdid-67.html. As the secret instructions are over three pages long, the author summarised them instead of
translating them. This translation back into English is therefore also a summary of the original instructions and
differs significantly from what Cook received from the British Admiralty, although the original instructions were
consulted in the translation process.

32 The author uses the characters ‘4A PG5’ (Niuxilan) for ‘New Zealand’ in the original text. This is a dated
translation of the term, which, strictly speaking, is actually a transliteration based on the Cantonese
pronunciation of these three characters. Nowadays, ‘New Zealand’ is generally translated as ‘Fr PGB8’ (Xinxilan),
where ‘#’ (xin) is a translation of ‘New’ and ‘&5’ (xilan) is a transliteration of ‘Zealand’. ‘§fPgR5’ is therefore
a product of both translation and transliteration.

18



Project 17 Sun Siyuan
Joshua Peace

complete shoreline, while also investigating in detail the resources present there. You
are also to establish contact with the peoples of this continent. You are to cultivate
goodwill with them, bestow gifts upon them and form alliances with them. If
circumstances allow, you are also to establish several trading posts in the name of the

king to act as a bases for future trade with this continent.

ErniEs FIERSE, BAERER, SREXNIETEMS, PURER
Rz KE, BREXEREERT, FREREAREZMY, REeFmmdt
fifT, 2AEEHE, BESLAAR ZReEERREREMESAETR. &R
KEERzHS, AAMAETRE, RUEERRE, BExESREMmNK, Aw
YIRTTHE A A, BERIE, RRERAHMAMMBRZENED, REREBEMARN
BEEAEILMT, ERN—ttOFEMNAZ+H, THEE=1TtERE. ERRAMNEDD
BE, BERE, REREMERER EXG% EREA BAKE BB
ZFTrA B BT HT New South Wales, HFr[E2R Z HYE R P sT BT IR RN FEIT 2 P 2 B A 1EY)
/& Botany Bay, It B/RRFRILMT, EERMNRILFZEAALL, SEXZM,
——ERRR, ERPNERERLNEAERE, WARKTEMEE 8L, TRE
KEFGBEERNZH. BRERAREZ R, NET/\HIBUNRERR IR A
BN —BRERZ VR, EREBZEENBS ERRB—FLEEZRE XHEE
REZRZEARE, TRAMAABREEMZE, =ZF%A, FERK BEEMEA
BKFEKEZE, BMRREPHLDIRBRABGRTIBZE AR, RE [mAEXE
BUNTTHE | Btz %, BUNABBEERZHER , WMAZAMIE, MEMNZEIER
R, JROTBAIREN,

Cook set off from Britain after receiving the secret instructions. He sailed around South
America to Tahiti, not discovering the fabled Terra Australis Incognita. He navigated southwest
from Tahiti, still failing to see any signs of Terra Australis Incognita. He therefore made a course
northwest until he reached New Zealand, where he remained for over six months, during

which time he gradually charted the entire shorelines and topography of both the North and

South Islands.33 As per the secret instructions from the Admiralty, he could return to Britain

33 The original text appears to suggest that Cook only mapped one island, however, in reality, he mapped both
the North and South Islands of New Zealand. This has been elucidated in translation, to clarify Cook’s activities.
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after finishing mapping New Zealand. However, considering the distance he had already
travelled, and with provisions sufficient for another few months, Cook thought he ought to
take advantage of his circumstances and search for the east of the Australian continent, an
area that remained undiscovered.3* He therefore decided to leave New Zealand for the
northwest and, from the 37% parallel south on the 20t of April 1770, he sighted the Australian
continent from afar. Upon setting foot on the continent, Cook discovered fertile soil and dense
vegetation. The area was suitable for human settlement. Delighted with this discovery, he
proclaimed the area as New South Wales there and then. Banks, a botanist accompanying
Cook, bestowed the name Botany Bay upon the place where they made landfall. From there,
Cook sailed north along Australia’s fertile east coast until he reached the northeast corner of
the continent, mapping the shoreline as he went. Cook formally proclaimed that the areas he
discovered on Australia’s east coast belonged to the Great British Empire, marking the
beginning of Britain’s occupation of Australia. Cook’s discoveries on this expedition were the
first to disprove the idea that the Australian continent was a vast, boundless desert unworthy
of cultivation, as was thought by pre-eighteenth century European explorers. Cook’s second
voyage to the South Pacific took three years, during which time he sailed between New
Zealand and Tahiti. He even passed by the ice fields of the Southern Ocean, yet he did not
discover Terra Australis Incognita, a continent that had existed in European imaginations since
the Middle Ages. Cook’s voyages, having disproved the existence of Terra Australis Incognita
and discerned the arability of the Australian continent, rectified long-held yet mistaken
European notions about the Southern Hemisphere. Given Cook’s success, it can be said that

the British were the first to truly discover Australia.

See Peter Aughton, Endeavour: The Story of Captain Cook’s First Great Epic Voyage, (London: Cassell, 2002).
34 Specifically, it remained undiscovered to Europeans. Aboriginal Australians had discovered this area thousands
or perhaps tens of thousands of years before Cook did.
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