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Art is representative of national culture. The progress of a country’s art represents its cultural
progress. In China, a nation of ancient culture, we are in decline and cannot catch up with
Western culture. Is it not necessary to actively advocate art to promote Chinese culture? This
argument is not only a slogan often shouted by our artists, but also acknowledged by society.
So, | could stop here. There is no need to discuss “why we should advocate art”’. However, it is
usually easier for people to admit the reason for something than to believe it from the bottom
of their hearts. According to the popular opinion of the day, the most crucial thing is to build
national strength when the country faces a crisis.! Even if art and national culture are both at
stake, saving them is like the grass growing while the horse starves. Therefore, although most

people do not deny the need to advocate art, they are still indifferent to it.
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Translators’ note: In 1931, the War of Resistance Against Japan broke out in China.



We acknowledge that this view is reasonable, but these people feel that the promotion of art
either directly or indirectly has been very effective in relieving the suffering of the nation. At its
most effective, art’s revitalization of industry is certainly the first step to saving the country.
But in fact, art may also have many contributions to industry. It is now generally said that the
promotion of industry and commerce is nothing more than two ways of setting up factories
and extending financial resources. In my opinion, although our country has set up factories
widely, the quality and price of goods will never catch up with those of other countries. To
avoid the economic invasion of other countries, we entirely rely on the people’s patriotism.

This solution is not reliable and not sustainable.

EFIFRMIE, MOTEAERICE R RDT A ok, ZHSNE G ZRINE, Ztan—
KB, FHEAZ ™ L8, BARRIOSIEEKINESE | RILFIER A SO AT
12— J5 I SR N 2R P A B U A, R e ), — D A N T B R e B AN 2
Fo BRIV AT LAAH R RZ o i 4Ess, I NISE,  CnT CAAE D [ B g s A /b, s 3 B8
Yo, WREERI R SRR, WA, BEEANEtA TS EHEE BIANE &, REAA
HOAS AR, AT E S RIS E g 22 W, ERIRE RN, AR RARATR g, T
AT S, EROEEE, R TpEE. RODREASMNER M, BRI EAREA
B, SRTARATSERE S i, FRRREE E R AR AT . WM S, REA
JERISEALF, fiE A SR PN, AT, FAATEARL, ek ER SR i 2
[® 4k, it MFEI%E !

As for developing financial resources, this is nothing more than the development of domestic
raw materials in exchange for foreign production. This method is like a family that uses up all
their cash and then mortgages real estate. | am afraid this is like quenching a thirst with poison.?
In my opinion, on the one hand, the way to promote industry is to adopt foreign machinery and
actively set up more factories. On the other hand, attention should be paid to the decoration

and style of the goods. The beauty of the goods is more reliable than patriotism in getting people

2Translators’ note: “quench a thirst with poison” is a Chinese idiom-- yinzhenzhike 7% 1575. It means temporary
relief which results in disaster.



to buy. This could also provide significant assistance in the marketing of Chinese goods. If our
goods really can be decorated in the ancient Chinese style, | think, there may be a market in
foreign countries. The overseas sales of domestic products is the thing that Chinese people
never dared to dream of. Although Chinese products were often sold to foreign countries in the
past, Chinese businessmen would rush to seize every opportunity blindly rather than improve
the quality of their products, leading to market saturation. In turn, there was no demand for
foreign products in China before, but with the help of advertising, they have created a situation
in which China cannot do without imported products. From these two things, if our future
industry has help from the artists, as in drawing a design and advertising, a great demand for

Chinese products overseas is possible in the future.
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Indirectly, art is more useful in saving the country. However, this effect is not apparent, so we
can only call it an indirect effect. | often regard the development of the domestic business as
the operation of a machine. The national spirit is like a kind of motivation as coal is to the
machine. Art is the kindling of fire. There are many examples to support this simile of mine, but
for lack of space, | cannot allow my thoughts to linger here. Here, | want to say that although
the people are deeply patriotic, because of their different opinions and emotions on national
salvation, each of them has done something contradictory to the other and offset its effect. This
is a waste of the national spirit, just as the burning of coal in a boiler does not work. From now

on, if we want to abolish this evil, words may not work. It also cannot wait for everyone’s natural



consciousness. It is better to use performances like art, use emotions to make them act, and

make the country move consistently in one direction.
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The utility of art in relieving a crisis was mentioned above. Although | am confident that there
are good reasons for the utility, | do not expect everyone can recognize it. Why? This is because
the achievements in the art world cannot yet show its effectiveness as | have laid out.
Conversely, if the art world today has already made considerable success in this area, then the
advocacy of art must have been realized earlier. | cannot publish this article. In fact, because
Chinese artists are now in a bad environment, with many obstacles to their performance and
fewer rewards in society, all achievements, even their own, cannot be satisfied. Therefore, |

hope that everyone will save the country through art, and as far as possible, advocate art.



