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Art is the antithesis of the practical. The artistic is dependent on one’s refinement (wen), while
the practical is dependent on raw substance (zhi). Why should | advocate the practicality of

fine art? There is a reason for this. | will write it out below for your consideration.
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The range of fine art is extremely wide, and its main forms are painting and handicrafts.

Nowadays, educators use pragmatism when teaching painting and handicrafts. That is to say:

! Practical art is a type of art or craft, as woodworking or needlework, that serves a utilitarian purpose. This type of
art not only requires the art projects to be practical, it also pursues the satisfaction of an individual’s aesthetical
standards. See: Liu Qingxiao X|JKZ. “Mei yu yong de yishu: gianxi shiyongmeishu de shiyongxing yu shenmeixing”
EHHMEAR—EMrSEHERBSZ AT S % %M [Beauty and practical Art — an overview of practical art and the
aesthetic nature]. Qilu yiyuan 7&2%i 03 (1987): 17-18.



no matter what kind of picture the students draw or what kind of handicraft they do, it should

be practical. Although I fully agree with this approach, it would be good if teachers were able

to make choices in their teaching materials and if students’ artworks had more of an artistic

nature.? Recently, educational outposts everywhere are gradually holding more and more

exhibitions of paintings and handicrafts. | have visited many such exhibitions and most of the

artworks tend to be of a practical nature; most of the patterns are uncreative and unrefined.

Among the handicrafts, there are hand-made straw shoes or brooms, but all the objects are

very rough and lack any fine art quality. These kinds of handicrafts and paintings seem to be

practical on the surface, but in fact they do not follow the standards of fine art.> Therefore,

they cannot really count as practical.
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Patterning plays an important role for the industry. We should be creative and come up with

many different patterns for cloth, silk and many other goods to promote our Chinese industry.

At first glance, it might seem practical to make straw shoes and brooms. However, when

given more careful consideration, is it suitable for students to manually work on such

handicrafts? Do the students’ families expect their children to work these kinds of jobs in the

2 ARG Literally, it refers to “student’s performance”, but in the context, it refers to “student’s artwork”.
8 &TF1¥: The term lunliis usually translated as “ethics” but here it refers to a “standard of art from”.



future? There are many kinds of very practical handicrafts, such as carpentry, metal work or

even the meticulous creation of buttons, so why make the students work on straw shoes and

brooms!
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Let’s take for example teacups, objects that every household today needs to have.

Consumers will not purchase these if their design and pattern are not good. What is the

reason behind this? It is because every ordinary person has a sense of aesthetics. No matter

how practical an object is, people will not be willing to purchase something that does not meet

their aesthetic requirements. That is why | believe, regardless of what practical drawing one

does or what practical handicraft one creates, one needs to maintain the concept of fine art.

Equipped with this concept a practical object will be used more often and gain in popularity—

Haha! And it is exactly this | call the practicality of fine art!



